
 
Essentially taste is the ability to  

distinguish between flavours.

We think the Urban Dictionary is  
pretty good too…”excellent,  

cool or otherwise good… 
the highest form of  

praise possible.”

The Five Senses and Acoustic Comfort
Acoustics is the branch of physics 
that deals with sound, and sound is a 
force of nature that is all around us – 
invisible yet with a profound impact on 
our safety, well-being and productivity.

So why is the subject of acoustics so 
overlooked by architects and interior 
designers? Is it because its ubiquity 
makes it familiar and therefore 
unnoticed? Or is it because designers 
are by definition intensely visual?

Either way, we believe that acoustics 
is an area of study which is going to 
come under increasing scrutiny as 
we move into a new world of totally 
unfettered mobile communication.

The diagram below shows just  
how important our hearing is –  
and how much you as designer  
should be considering acoustics  
in conjunction with all the other  
good stuff you do.
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A touch from  
a loved one imparts 
a message, texture 
provides context 
and interest and 
temperature will 
affect our energy and 
concentration levels. 
Think again if you  
thought touch was  
unimportant. 

 
A hint of perfume  

can evoke memories going 
back decades. Animals 

use their scent to mark out 
territory and attract a mate.  

An unpleasant smell  
is an effective  

deterrent.

 
Humans and  
animals physically feel 
sound – it is a vibration, 
after all. It has a deep  
and subtle effect  
on our ability  
to concentrate  
and learn.

75%
of our sensory input is visual. 

has a profound effect on our 
mood, and helps us to navigate 

through our world. 
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